Dear 


Henry , 12/8/02 

lour Bailing postmarked 6 p.n. the 6th came today. You asked when we spoke. 

tie were both very impressed by Charlie's honesty and his integrity in reporting 


on ninself. While everyone feels bad about the loss of the bam, you should all 
feel pretty good about the kid's manliness. 

Actually, it reminded me of two of my own close Galls with fire when I was 
much younger than 10. 


2he first was when I was a baby and ray mother still bathed me. We then lived 
in Philadelphia and it was before eleortieity was common, before t at house was 
wired. Wo then had gas for illumination. The common fiture in bathrooms was a 
pipe on a flexible joint sticking out of the wall, with a burned to spread the 
glame at the end. My mother had me wrapped on a towel, had been combing my hair, 
and had to leave the bathroom for a minute. I must have wanted to learn what 
happened t o a flam© when it was combed b . cause I tried to comb the open flame. 
The comb flared up immediately and I dropped it fast! I don't recall how much 
damage there was, but it was slight. My mother stomped the flames out so I guess 
it was the comb and a rug. 


About the time I went to the toilet wy alone, for reasons or out of interests 
I now do not recall, I once took an empty coffee can to the bathroom with me and 
some of the old-fashioned wooden methes that struck on anything. I guess I built 
the fire in the can out of toilet paper. Anyway, it caught onto the curtain and 
again it was fortunate ray mother was nearby. Except for the damage to mv rear, it 
was ilnl’fceo. to the* cutrain* 


i. didn f t play T,7 !l'th I'o.tb anys jhoto thji'bo 

both enjoyed the issue very much -end while we feel very sorry for the boy's 
suffering, we certainly are impressed by his straigjitforwardness and by the 
integral©- oi self— publication, no matter how he may have been helped or guided. 

$opo there was .insurance! 

Ii, is my recollection, the accuracy oi" which I cannot guarantee, that a 
relatibely large number of bams hereabouts have been burned by boys wiao may not 
have intended the destruction. 


Excuse the haste. We have company coming and I want to nsiw the package for 
mailing in the morning. 


A special salue th Charlie and best wishes , 



